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*This is an evolving document and updated regularly. 
Systems Advocacy Tools: 
· 3/3/20 PIDS: National Disability Rights Call To Action [Link]
· 3/9/20 PIDS: Letter to White House COVID-19 Task Force [Link]
· 3/12/20 PIDS: COVID-19 Recommendations for Personal Assistance Services [Link]
· 3/13/20 AAPD: Template Letter to send to Insurance Commissioner or others [Link]
· 3/16/20 DRCA: Letter to Governor Newsom [Link]
· 3/18/20 NCD: Letter to Health and Human Services Office for Civil Rights [Link]
· 3/18/20 NAD: Letter to White House About Coronavirus Conferences [Link]
· 3/20/20 CCD: Letter to U.S. Dept of Health & Human Services & Office of Civil Rights RE: COVID-19 - Disabilities & Discrimination [Link] 
· 3/20/20 DREDF: Letter to CA Governor Newsom on prohibiting Healthcare “rationing” based on disability [Link]
· 3/23/20 The Arc: Self Advocates in Leadership (SAIL), Disability Rights Washington (DRW), and The Arc of the United States (The Arc) filed a complaint with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office for Civil Rights (OCR) [Link]
· 3/24/20 DRCA: Calls Upon State Policy Makers and Medical Providers to Act Now to Stop Deadly Discrimination Against People with Disabilities Before it Starts [Link]
· 3/25/20 DREDF: Preventing Discrimination in the Treatment of COVID-19 Patients: The Illegality of Medical Rationing on the Basis of Disability [Link]
· 3/27/20 DRPA: A Letter to Governor Wolf Regarding Medical Rationing in Pennsylvania [Link]
· 3/27/20 DREDF & DRCA: If You or Someone You Know is Disabled: Know Your Rights to Medical Care – COVID-19 [Link]
· 3/27/20 PA: DHS Response to PA ADAPT Waiver Questions [Link]
· 3/31/20 NDRN: Medicaid 1135 Waivers - The Good and The Ugly [Link]
· 4/1/20 Northwest ADA Center: Accessibility at Drive-Thru Medical Sites [Link]
· 4/1/20 ILRU: COVID-19-Related Forced Institutionalization [Link]



Legislative/Congressional Advocacy Tools: 
· 3/12/20 The Arc: Statement urging Congress to include people with disabilities in emergency relief and COVID-19 related legislation [Link]
· 3/13/20 CCD and Disability Advocates Letter to Education and Labor Committee urging action to pass REAADI for Disasters Act [Link]
· 3/13/20 CCD and Disability Advocates Letter to Transportation and Infrastructure Committee urging action to pass REAADI for Disasters Act [Link]
· 3/14/20 CCD: Letter to Senator McConnell and Senator Shumer [Link]
· 3/16/20 NCIL: Letter to House and Senate Appropriations Subcommittees on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies (L-HHS-Ed) [Link]
· 3/18/20 Access Living: Urgent Action Alert & Advocacy Tools [Link]
· 3/19/20- CPR: Updates on legislation, federal agency guidance, and advocacy materials [Link]
· 3/19/20 NCIL: Action Alert to tell Congress to include people with disabilities in their COVID-19 Response [Link]
· 3/20/20 AAPD: Action Alert! Congress: Include People with Disabilities in COVID-19 Relief! [Link]
· 3/20/20 The Arc: Advocacy Tool to Tell Congress to Include People with Disabilities [Link]
· 3/20/20 ASAN: Advocacy Tool to tell Congress: Include People with Disabilities in COVID-19 Relief! [Link]
· 3/20/20 AUCD: Action Alert for legislative updates & actions to include people with disabilities in COVID-19 Response [Link]
· 3/21/20 AAPD: Over 90 Civil Rights Organizations Urge House and Senate Leadership to Address the Needs of People with Disabilities in COVID-19 Relief Package [Link]
· 3/22/20 PIDS: Take Action Alert! Tell Congress To Protect Disability Rights [Link]
· 3/24/20 CPR: Action Alert! Negotiations Happening NOW! Advocacy Tool to Tell Congress any COVID-19 response needs to include disability priorities!  [Link]
· NDRN: Take Action - Congress Using COVID-19 to Strip Students with Disabilities of Access to Education [Link]
· Senator Casey Coronavirus Relief Bill Fact Sheet [Link]
· REAADI for Disasters Act & Disaster Relief Medicaid Act Information & Resources [Link]
· 3/26/20 CPR: The CARES Act and Disability Priorities - What's In It, What’s Not [Link]
· 3/30/20 PIDS: Legislative Recommendations for Public Health Emergencies and Disasters [Link]
Federal Resources/Information
· ACL: Q&A for CILs via NCIL [Link]
· ACL: Capacity Building Toolkit for including Aging & Disability Networks in Emergency Planning [Link]
· CMS: Fact sheet on 1135 Blanket Waivers [Link]
· CMS: Virtual Tool Kit [Link]
· CMS: Home and Community-Based Section 1915(c) Waiver Information [Link]
· Department of Education: Office for Civil Rights Fact Sheet [Link]
· Dept. of Education: Q&A for IDEA and students with disabilities during COVID-19 [Link]
· FCC: Guidelines requiring televised emergency information to be accessible [Link]
· American Sign Language video [Link]
· Detailed Public Notice about the obligation to make televised emergency information accessible [Link]
· If you have specific complaints about accessibility, please contact DRO at (202) 418-2518 (voice), (844) 432-2275 (American Sign Language video support direct line), or dro@fcc.gov.  You may also file a complaint online by visiting [Link]
· FEMA ODIC: Response & Role during COVID-19 [Link]
· FEMA: Fact Sheet - Accessible Public Service Announcements Category B: Emergency Protective Measures [Link]
· FEMA: To report a concern or complaint of discrimination, please
· Call FEMA at 202-212-3535 and press 1 for Civil Rights
· Send an email to: [FEMA-CivilRightsOffice@fema.dhs.gov] ;or
· Send a letter explaining the issue to: [FEMA OFFICE OF EQUAL RIGHTS, Civil Rights Section 500 C Street, SW, Room 4SW-0915, Washington, DC 20472-3505]
· HHS: How to file a Civil Rights complaint [Link]
· HHS OCR: Bulletin - Civil Rights, HIPAA, and the Coronavirus Disease 2019 [Link]


Good & Promising Practices
· Relationships and communication with NCIL [Link] and/or APRIL [Link]
· Connecting with local CILs [Link] or SILCs [Link]
· Connect with local Developmental Disabilities Council [Link]
· Connect with your local Protection and Advocacy network. Find your local P&A here [Link]
· State emergency management employs a full time Access and Functional Needs Coordinator and is integrated throughout all emergency management operations.
· Example states: California [Link], Colorado [Link], North Carolina [Link], Washington [Link]
· Holding daily or weekly State COVID-19 disability stakeholder calls - including emergency management, public health, service providers, disability organizations, P&A’s, people with disabilities, and other local and state key stakeholders.
· Governors clearly identify disability service providers, including in-home attendant care providers and organizations like CILs are “essential” or “life-sustaining” during Stay at Home and Lock Down Orders.
· Example: PA Governor Tom Wolf identified “Home Health Care” as essential and life-sustaining business to continue to operate during “Stay at Home Order”
· Public health announcements available in all accessible formats 
· Example 1: Ensuring ASL interpreters are in the screenshot AT ALL TIMES
· Example 2: Providing real-time captioning at the bottom of screen
· Example 3: Ensuring all publications are available in alternative and accessible formats on a accessible complaint websites
Model State Examples: 
· California Governor Newsom Executive Order to Protect Ongoing Safety Net Services for Most Vulnerable Californians During COVID-19 Outbreak [Link]
· California Dept of Social Services: Guidance to counties on the need for back-up providers to assist In-Home Supportive Services’ (IHSS) recipients during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic [Link]
· Colorado State: launched an app that provides residents with secure and convenient access to state services anytime, anywhere [Link]
· Has ADA Accessibility Contact feature
· The app’s Colorado Digital ID™ enables you to create a secure electronic version of your Colorado driver license or state identification (ID) card on your smartphone for proof of identification, age, and address within Colorado. Could be a solution for Nursing Home Transition (NHT) barrier to state ID in order to transition out of an institution/facility setting(?) 
· Colorado State: COVID Resources for County and Eligibility Partners [Link]
· Colorado State: COVID-19 Information for Health First Colorado and CHP+ Providers and Case Managers [Link]
· Colorado State: COVID-19 Emergency Waiver Overview [Link]

Other Resources/Information: 
· Emergency Preparedness Checklist for Personal Assistant Services Users [Link]
· Tips for Emergency Use of Mobile Devices [Link]
· Tips for Planning a Rapid Emergency COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Response for People with Disabilities [Link]
· Health Plans – Strengthening Emergency Roles and Partnerships [Link]
· Wheelchair and Assistive Technology Users - Learn more about precautions for COVID-19 [Link]
· We’re All In This Together - #DisabiltyDemands [Link]
· CDD: Tips for First Responders when assisting people with disabilities [Link]
· NDI: Listening Session Resources: The Impact of Coronavirus Challenges [Link]
· Sins Invalid: Social Distancing and Crip Survival: A Disability Centered Response to COVID-19 [Link]
· Communication First: COVID-19 Communication Rights Toolkit [Link]
· North Carolina Emergency Management: Access and Functional Need Toolkit for Emergency Managers [Link]
· Healthcare Ready: Situation Report [Link]
· HKS: Communication Resources [Link]
· NDC: Tips for Deaf College Students [Link]
· Comcast: Response to COVID-  Internet Essentials - Affordable Internet [Link]
· Patient and Provider Communication Tool Kit [Link]
· Massachusetts Dept of Public Health: Communication Tool for Emergency Shelters [Link]
· The Disabled Person’s Guide to Stimulus Checks [Link]
· Spina Bifida Association: Coronavirus (COVID-19): What People with Spina Bifida Need to Know [Link]
· Autism Society: Coronavirus Response & Resources Tool Kit [Link]
· ILRU: Resources on COVID-19 [Link]

Webinars:
· 3/11/20 RespectAbility: COVID-19, Disability & Mental Health [Link]
· 3/20/20 Unabridged Press - A Valid Podcast: Disabled in a Disaster [Link]
· 3/24 & 3/25/20 NDI: Listening Sessions - The Impact of COVID-19 on the Disability Community [Link]
· 3/26/20 PAHO: Recommendations for the inclusion of persons with disabilities in the response to COVID-19 [Link]


Media Coverage: 
· BuzzFeed: March 16, 2020 - Coronavirus Lockdowns Are Creating Big Challenges for Deaf Students Being Forced To Leave College [Link]
· KQED: March 17, 2020 - Coronavirus: How These Disabled Activists Are Taking Matters Into Their Own (Sanitized) Hands [Link]
· Life News: March 18, 2020 - Disabled Patients Could Have Their Ventilators Taken Away Under Coronavirus Health Care Rationing [Link]
· CAP: March 19, 2020 - STATEMENT: CAP’s Neera Tanden on Leader McConnell’s Coronavirus Phase 3 Legislative Proposal [Link]
· HuffPost: March 19, 2020 - HuffPost: New Coronavirus Package Could Unravel Protections for Students With Disabilities [Link]
· The Hill: March 20, 2020 - As Congress Considers It’s Frontline Defenses Against COVID-19, It Must Remember Disability Service Providers [Link]
· CNN: March 21, 2020 - New York Nonprofit for Developmentally Disabled Struggling for Help with Coronavirus [Link]
· NY Times: March 23, 2020 - Whose Life is Worth Saving? In Washington State, People With Disabilities Are Afraid They Won’t Make the Cut [Link]
· NY Times: March 23, 2020 - I Will Not Apologies for My Needs [Link]
· NPR: March 23, 2020 - People With Disabilities Say Rationing Care Policies Violate Civil Rights [Link]
· Spectrum News: March 24, 2020 - How Governments Should Maintain Disability Services During the Pandemic [Link]
· NY Times: March 24, 2020 - Who Should Be Saved First? Experts Offer Ethical Guidance [Link]
· The Nation: March 25, 2020 - These Kids Are in the Crosshairs of COVID-19 [Link]
· The Appeal: March 25, 2020 - The Coronavirus Pandemic has brought out society’s alarming disregard for people with disabilities [Link]
· HuffPost: March 25, 2020 - As A Disabled Person, I’m Afraid I May Not Be Deemed Worth Saving From The Coronavirus [Link]
· USA Today: March 26, 2020 - 'We want to live': At-risk adults, home health care workers fear Coronavirus [Link]
· USA Today: March 26, 2020 - People with disabilities are afraid they will be denied health care because of Coronavirus [Link]
· The Hill: March 26, 2020 - Disabled advocates warn coronavirus stimulus does not address pandemic's impact on community [Link]
· HuffPost: March 27, 2020 - People With Disabilities Were Already Overlooked. Coronavirus Is Making It Worse [Link]
· 13WIBW: March 27, 2020 - Disability groups file discrimination complaint challenging Kansas' COVID-19 treatment rationing policy change [Link]
· CAP: March 27, 2020 - Coronavirus Proposals Leave the Disability Community Behind [Link]
· NBC News: March 27, 2020 - Ventilators limited for the disabled? Rationing plans are slammed by advocates [Link]
· NY Times: March 28, 2020 - U.S. Civil Rights Office Rejects Rationing Medical Care Based on Disability, Age [Link]
· NPR: March 28, 2020 - HHS Warns States Not To Put People With Disabilities At The Back Of The Line For Care [Link]
· The Hill: March 28, 2020 - Trump officials say people with disabilities must not be denied life saving coronavirus care [Link]
· The Philadelphia Inquirer: March 31, 2020 - Coronavirus made accessibility a priority. It should stay that way when the pandemic ends. | Opinion [Link]
· NY Times: March 31, 2020 - April Dunn, Louisiana Fighter for Disability Rights, Dies at 33 [Link]
· The Guardian: April 1, 2020 - Ventilators may be taken from stable patients for healthier ones, BMA says [Link]

Community Organizing Resources: 
· Neighbor helping Neighbor Apps 
· Next Door App [Link]
· Lotsa Helping Hands App [Link]
· Mutual Aid Network Library [Link]
· Tips for Collective Care & Mutual Aid (incl. Disability Justice Focus) [Link]
· [bookmark: _GoBack]


















Acronym Guide: 
AAPD: American Association of People with Disabilities
ACL: Administration on Community Living 
APRIL: Association for Programs for Rural Independent Living 
ASAN: Autistic Self Advocacy Network
AUCD: Association of University Centers on Disabilities
CAP: Center for American Progress 
CCD: Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities
CDD: Center for Development and Disability 
CIL: Center for Independent Living
CMS: Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
CPR: Center for Public Representation 
DRCA: Disability Rights California 
DREDF: Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund
DRPA: Disability Rights Pennsylvania 
FCC: Federal Communications Commission
FEMA: Federal Emergency Management Agency
HHS: Health and Human Services
HKS: Helen Keller Services
ILRU: Independent Living Research Utilization
NAD: National Association of the Deaf
NCD: National Council on Disability 
NCIL: National Council on Independent Living 
NDC: National Deaf Center
NDI: National Disability Institute 
NDRN: National Disability Rights Network 
OCR: Office of Civil Rights (under HHS)
ODIC: Office of Disability Integration and Coordination (this is under FEMA)
PIDS: Partnership for Inclusive Disaster Strategies
SILC: State Independent Living Council
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